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EAST GRINSTEAD TOWN COUNCIL 
 
 

MINUTES OF THE EAST GRINSTEAD TOWN COUNCIL 
HELD VIA ZOOM, ON MONDAY 

25th JANUARY 2021 AT 7PM. 
 
 
Present: Councillor J Dabell (Town Mayor) 

Councillor A Peacock (Deputy Town Mayor) 
Councillors Amos, J Belsey, Mrs Belsey, Mrs Bennett, Duly, Mrs 
Farren, Favor, Mrs Mainstone, Matthews*, Mrs Mockford*, Ody, 
Osborne*, Scott, Sweatman, Visser, Whittaker and Woodgate. 
 

 
Others present: Town Clerk, The Responsible Finance Officer and 1 Member 

of the Public  
 
The Town Mayor welcomed all to the meeting  
 

56 PUBLIC QUESTIONS  
 

 There were no questions therefore the Chairman moved along to the substantive 
agenda.    

 
 
57 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

 
Cllr Mrs Mockford  Unwell  

 
RESOLVED:   to accept the above apologies for absence   
 
 

58  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST    
 

There were no new declarations, although the Clerk advised that a general 
dispensation is held to allow the Councillors to set the Council Tax Precept   
 
 

59 TO CONFIRM THE MINUTES  
 

RESOLVED:  To approve the minutes of the meeting of 4th January for 
accuracy and that the Town Mayor sign them at the next opportunity.    

 
 

60 TOWN MAYORS ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

The Town Mayor advised that he has recorded an interview with Meridian FM about 
his role as Town Mayor for broadcast with Jeannie Bizzell. But otherwise had nothing 
new to add.    
 
 



27 

61 TO RECEIVE SUCH COMMUNICATIONS AS THE LEADER OF THE COUNCIL 
MAY DESIRE TO LAY BEFORE THE COUNCIL 

 
 The Leader said that he would address the meeting for the Budget tonight, later in 

the agenda.      
 
 
62 TO RECEIVE AND CONSIDER THE MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEES  

 
 Cllr Visser Proposed the Planning Minutes, thanking his committee for all of their 

work this year and reminding them the next meeting was Wednesday.  
 

Cllr Woodgate proposed the Minutes of the Public Services Committee, in the 
absence of the Chairman   
 
Cllr Mrs Farren proposed her minutes.  

 
 Cllr Sweatman proposed the minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Meeting 

and thanked all the Councillors who have worked very hard despite challenging times 
this year.   

 
 RESOLVED:   To accept the minutes and decisions therein of the below meetings: 
 

(a) Planning 
(b) Public Services 
(c) Amenities and Tourism  
(d) Finance and General Purposes  

06.01.21 
14.01.21 
14.01.21 
14.01.21 

128-138 
139 
140 

142-142 

229-236 
237-239 
240-244 
245-249 

 
 
 
63 SETTING OF BUDGET AND PRECEPT 2021/22 
 
 The Town Mayor invited the leader to propose the Town Council Revenue Estimates 

and Precept.  The Leader introduced the budget and thanked the Councillors for their 
input in to the budget preparations.  

 
 The Leader of the opposition commented that it was good to see that the Council 

had followed its manifesto pledge to keep the Council Tax Down and was proposing 
no increase, indeed it is even a very slight decrease.  This was welcomed and the 
Council were congratulated on this.  He did add that he would not vote for it, but he 
sincerely congratulated the Council.  

 
 The Leader responded that he thanked the Councillor for his words, and emphasised 

that the Council recognised the hardship that has been felt by residents in the past 
year and would continue to experience in the next year which had been a driving 
factor, while still allowing the Council to continue with the identified projects.   

 
  RESOLVED  
 

(i) That the revenue estimates 2021/2022, as set out in the 
published draft Budget booklet, become the Town Council’s 
budget for 2021/2022 financial year. 

 
(ii) That the Town Council’s capital programme for 2021/2022 

be laid down as in the draft budget  booklet; 
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(iii) That the grants to the name community organisations 
contained in those papers be approved for release in the 
2021/2022 year, subject to the receipt of annual accounts. 

 
(iv) That the Town Council’s estimate payments of one million 

three hundred and nineteen thousand, one hundred and 
fifty eight pounds (£1,319,158) and estimated income of 
three hundred and nine thousand, eight hundred and fifteen 
pounds (£309,815) in the 2021/2022 financial year be 
approved,  resulting in a net cost to the Town Council of: 
one million nine thousand three hundred and forty three 
pounds (£1,009.343); 

 
(v) That the Town Council now approve an actual precept for 

the 2021/2022 financial year, which the Committee 
recommends should be set at one million nine thousand 
three hundred and forty three pounds  (£1,009,343) 
(representing an annual council tax of £88.11 per Band D 
property) based on the known tax base of 11,456 

 

64 TO LEVY THE PRECEPT ON MID SUSSEX DISTRICT COUNCIL 
 

The Town Mayor stated that It is required that having determined our budget that we 
now authorise the levy of the precept:   
 
RESOLVED:  That the precept demand be made on Mid Sussex District 

Council to be paid in 2 instalments of five hundred and four 
thousand, six hundred and seventy one pounds (£504,671) by 
30th April and five hundred and four thousand six hundred and 
seventy two pounds (£504,672) by 30th September 2021. 

 
65 RISK REGISTER  
 
 The Town Mayor introduced the risk register, noting it is an annual update.   
 

 RESOLVED:    To approve the risk register as set out in the appendix.  
  
 
 
The Chairman advised that the next meeting was 12th April and closed the meeting at 
7.14pm. 
 
 
 
 

SIGNED: 
 
TOWN MAYOR 


